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Valley! Here is the "NEW WORLD", most famous of the 
Cal-Pacific steamers at Cunningham's wharf, San Francisco 
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California-Pacific steamer CAPITAL at Sacramento. This 
river steamer was later converted to a ferry for the San 
Francisco-Oakland run, Photo via Kenneth Clyde Jenkins | etl 
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“RELIVE THE DAYS" This souvenir publication is issued ANTELO! 

for the Railway & Locomotive Histor- ing wi 
ical Society's excursion by boat to Vallejo and by train run th 
to Esparto in the Vaca Valley. Material on the steamers [was ha 





has been furnished by Bob Parkinson; railroad ‘material A 

was furnished by Fred Stindt and Jerry Best. Edited Januar: 

and produced by Francis Guido, with tl 

The excursion is under the general direction of Fred peice 

Stindt with Stanley Merritt in charge of ticket sales, action 

The Pacific Coast Chapter, R&LHS,-meets every fourth the Ca 
Friday evening in the Mills Tower, 220 Bush St., San 1879, 

Francisco, California, Visitors are welcome, 'steame: 

shown | 

Distributed as a regular issue of THE WESTERN SF&NP? | 
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South Vallejo in 1871 with the Cal-Pacific trainshed in 
the background and the Cal-Pacific freight wharf in the 
forground, Southern Pacific Company Photo. 


STEAMERS OF THE CALIFORNIA PACIFIC 


In 1868-the California Pacific Railroad, then under 
construction, purchased the steamer NEW WORLD for the San 
Francisco-Vallejo run to connect with its trains, The 
Kalifornia Steam Navigation Company was running the 
ANTELOPE from San Francisco to Suscol at the time connect4 
hing with a small steamer for Napa City. The decision to 
run their own boat instead of depending on the monopoly 
was hailed by the press and public at the time, 

After remodeling, the NEW WORLD entered service in 
Nanuary, 1869, making two round trips per day connecting 
with the trains for Sacramento, The Cal Steam Navigation 
Inttempted to hault the use of the NEW WORLD by legal 
ection, “but the matter was made moot by the purchase of 
the Cal, Steam Navigation by the Cal-Pacific,. In April, 
1879, the San Francisco & North Pacific Railroad and its 
steamer SACRAMENTO were purchased, The NEW WORLD is 
shown in the May timetable as being transferred to the 








SF&NP's Donahue Landing run, with the CAPITAL on the 
Wallejo run. In November the ANTELOPE replaced the NEW 
WORLD on the Donahué run. The NEW WORLD is reported 
broken up at West Oakland in 1879. There had also been 
Duilt in 1869 for the Cal-Pacific a screw-propelled 
dreight steamer named VALLEJO and a large freight barge, 
The Cal-Pacific had purchased a sidewheeler in New 
York which they named the D. C. HASKIN, but it floundered 
in November 17, 1869 enroute to the west coast. The 
PITAL, which had been buiit in 1865 for the Cal Steam 
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Navigation's Sacramento run, soon left the Cal-Pacific 
being rebuilt as a double end ferryboat in 1876 for the 
Oakiand run. The YOSEMITE, built in 1862 for the Cal. 
Steam Navigation's Sacramento run, ran for the Cal-Pacific 
until 1879. It was sold in 1883 and went north to Puget 
Sound, 


THE VALLEJO JUNCTION FERRY 


On December 28, 1879, when the car ferry SOLANO 
opened the new direct route to Sacramento, the Vallejo- 
San Francisco steamer service was replaced by a ferry 
route from Vallejo to a point about a mile west of 
Crockett called Vallejo Junction, About a half dozen 
round trips were made daily. Boats ran from the Junct- 
ion to South aodaeh* connecting with trains for Calistoga 
and later Santa Kosa also, The boats continued from 
South Valiejo to North Vallejo (Vallejo Street Wharf) 
with passengers for Vallejo and Mare Island. 

-An interesting item in a San Francisco newspaper in 
June, 1879 told of plans to convert the steamer JULIA 
into a car ferry with a single track to carry the five 
car Calistoga train across the strait, but this was never 
done, -THE AMELIA was being altered for the shuttle 
service, but was'not ready so Minturn's CONTRA COSTA was 
used for a while. The AMELIA had been built for Cal. 
Steam Navigation in 1863 and after being replaced by the 
JULIA in 1882 went south on the Wilmington-Catalina run, 


The JULIA was built in 1864 for the Cal. Steam Nav- 
igation's river service, but was rebuilt in 1882 as a § 
ferry for the Vallejo Junction run, On February 27, 1888, 
it exploded with great loss of life. The explosion was ! 
generally blamed on the use of oil as fuel, and as a 
result the general conversion to fuel oil was delayed 
another decade, 

The AMADOR, built for Cal. Steam Navigation in 1869, 
was rebuilt to a ferry in 1878 and placed on the Vallejo 
Junction run in the early 1900's, It was withdrawn from 
service about 1906 and in May, 1915, it was blown up at 
the Panama-Pacific Exposition in a spectacular harbor 
defense demonstration, 

During World War I the Vallejo Junction boats served 
Mare Island Navy Yard direct, and during operation by the 
U.S. Railroad Administration the Santa Fe ferry SAN PEDRO 
(later Key System's TREASURE ISLAND) was used on this run, 


The EL CAPITAN, buiit for the S.F.& Oakland R.R. in 
1808 ran on the Vallejo Junction run until 1921, The G 














GARDEN CITY and the BAY CITY, both former South Pacific © SOUTH 
Coast R.R,. boats, ended their years of service on the ‘ 

Vallejo Junction run, On July 13, 1929 train service p propos 
on the Calistoga branch and the Vallejo Junction ferry | but ne 
made their last trips, ) Clyde 
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SOUTH VALLEJO FERRIES Top to Bottom: the JULIA, AMADOR 

and EL CAPITAN, The JULIA was 
proposed at one time to be converted to a train ferry, 
but never done. Credit: S.P:; Co., Roy Graves and Kenneth 
Clyde Jenkis cespectively. 
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MONTICELLO STEAMSHIP COMPANY 





The MONTICELLO, built in 1892 on Puget Sound steamed 
to San Francisco Bay in 1895 and started running between 
San Francisco and Vallejo, Benicia, Martinez and other 
north bay ports. In 1898 company put it on a regular 
run to Vallejo. In 1901 hull of the GENERAL FRISBIE was 
built on Puget Sound and loaded with Lumber. It was 
towed to San Francisco Bay and Vallejo for installation 
of machinery and completion. The two-stacker ARROW, 
built at Portland in 1903, steamed down and after some 
alterations went into service in 1904, The sidewheeler 
SEHOME was added in 1969, It had been built at Portland 
in 1889 and had been in service on Puget Sound. In 1914 
it-was rebuilt as a twin screw steamer, but on December 
14, 1918 it was rammed and sunk by the GENERAL FRISBIE 
near Point San Pable,. 
In April, 1910, the NAPA VALLEY, built at the Union - 
Iron Works, was-added to the Monticello fleet. In 1918 . 
the ASBURY PARK, built by Cramp at Philadelphia in 1903 
came west. It had seen service on the Central Railroad 
of New Jersey and after extensive alterations entered 
service on the Monticello runs, It was later renamed 
the CITY OF SACRAMENTO, in 1924 the FLORIDA of the 
Baltimore Steam Packet Co., built in 1907 at Sparrows 
Point, came west and became the CALISTOGA, In 1927 
the NAPA VALLEY, the CITY OF SACRAMENTO and the CALISTOGA 
were rebuilt for carrying automobiles. 
In May, 1929, the Monticello Steamship Company became 
a part of the Southern Pacific-Golden Gate Ferries, Ltd.,. 
The GENERAL FRISBIE was sold and went north to Puget Sound 
later to become a floating salmon cannery on the Alaska 
coast. In 1937 the double-end auto ferry NEW ORLEANS 
replaced the CALISTOGA on this run, The NEW ORLEANS' 
forward propeller was removed, making it a single-ender, 
and other alterations were made, Reason given for the 
substitution of vessels was the greater clearance height 
for highway carriers, q 
The Vallejo raute was discontinued September 12, 1937. 
The NEW ORLEANS was reconverted and returned to SP-GG routes 
and is now the RUSSIAN RIVER of the Richmond-San Rafael 
Ferry Co.. The CALISTOGA served the Navy at Mare Island 
during World War II and was burned for scrapping off Alameda 
in 1948, The CITY OF SACRAMENTO ran on the Richmond Ship- 
yard ferry during the war and later went to Puget Sound. 
The NAPA- VALLEY went to Puget Sound and was renamed the 
MALLAHAT, 
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THE FRANK M, COXE 


Our ship today was-built by the Charles Ward Engineer- 
ing Works of Charleston, West Virginia, in 1922. It sailed 
down the Kanawa, Ohio and Mississippi Rivers enroute to the ff 
West Coast. As the GENERAL FRANK M. COXE it ran as the : 
Army ferry between Fort Mason (foot of Van Ness Avenue, San 
Francisco) and Alcatraz Island, and Fort McDowell (Angel 
Isiand), It was sold as surplus after World War II to the 
Grey Lines which uses it for tours of San Francisco Bay. 
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MONTICELLO STEAMERS: Top to Bottom: the MONTICELLO, the 

ARROW and the CITY OF SACRAMENTO, 
Note the resemblance of the early Monticello boats to the 
Frank M. Coxe. Credit: McFarland, McFarland and Zan of 
Tamalpais. 
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CALIFORN IA-PACIFIC Engine #11 from G. M. Best 
Cal-Pacific train at Davisville 
(now Davis) station, S.P. Co. Photo. 
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HISTORY OF THE CALIFORNIA-PACIFIC RAILROAD 


The California Pacific Railroad Company was pro- 
jected as the short route to San Francisco by way of 
Vallejo and fast steamer connections, It was incorp- 
orated January 10, 1865 and construction commenced at 
Vallejo during December of the following year. The 
first rails were laid at Vallejo on April 10, 1868. 
The “main line" was completed to Washington, on the 
West side of the Sacramento river, opposite Sacramento 
in November, 1868. The Marysville branch was comp- 
leted to Yuba City, on the west side ef the’Feather 
River opposite Marysville in November, 1869. 


The “Cal-P", as the company was more familiarly 
known to early day railroaders, placed its steamer 
"New World" in service between San Francisco and Vallejo 
on January 22, 1869, A speedier boat, the "D. C. Haskins" 
had been built in New York during 1869-70, but floundered 
in the Atlantic off Cape Hatteras on its way to California, 


At this point those in control of the Cal-P decided 
to enlarge the scope of the company's operations by 
extending the lines up the Napa, and Russian River valleys. 
To this end the Califernia Pacific Extension Company was 
incorporated April 14, 1869. The Napa Valley Rail Road 
was purchased, but the Russian River project saw no work 
actually done although construction contracts were issued 
to Roelofson & Ryder. 


"Cal-P" opened its main line into Sacramento on 
January 15, 1870, with a bridge across the river and 
a crossing of the Central Pacific near the foot of I 
Street, A few weeks later in March, 1870, the last 
portion of the Marysville branch from Yuba City across 
the Feather River to the terminus of the California 
Northern at 9th and J Streets, Marysville was finished. 


With the Cal-P now in fuil operation and doing a 
fair amount of local business, the parties then guiding 
the destinies of the company determined to embark on 
another project that would have, had they succeeded, 
resulted in a system outrivaling the Central Pacific. 


During the spring of 1871, the company floated in 
England an issue of about $1,500,000 “income bonds". 
With these funds the boats of the California Steam Nav- 
igation Company were purchased April 1, 1871. The 
company thus acquired virtual control of local river 
navigation on the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers. 


About the same time Cal-P interest took over 
the San Francisco & North Pacific and the San Francisco 
& Humboldt Bay Company. The SF&NP consisted of about 
23 miles of standard gauge line from Donohue Landing on 
Petalum Creek north to Sania Rosa, The SF&HB apparent- 
ly had little more than primary franchise rights into 
territory which the Cal-P interests desired to build, 
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2 2-6-0 Baldwin #3753 


LOCOMOTIVES OF THE CALIFORNIA-PACIFIC 


1 4-4-0 Wm. Mason #245 1867 
2 4-4-0 Wm. Mason #246 1867 
2 4-4-0 Booth & Co.#10 1869 
3 4-4-0 Wm. Mason #247 1867 
4 4-4-0 Wm. Mason #248 1867 
5 4-4-0 Wm. Mason #250 1867 
5 4-4-0 McKay & Aldus 1870 
6 4-4-0 Wm Mason #251 1867 
7 4-4-0 Wm. Mason #289 1868 
8 4-4-0 Wm. Mason #290 1868 
9 4-4-0 Wm. Mason #318 1869 
10 4-4-0 Wm. Mason #319 1869 
11 4-4-0 Wm. Mason #361 1870 
12 4-4-0 Wm. Mason #362 1870 
13. 4-4-0 Wm. Mason #404 1871 
14 4-4-0 wm. Mason #405 1871 


48-14x22-52000 was 
rebuilt to 0-4-0 type 
To SP 1114-1002, Calif, 
Western #1 

Wrecked and sold to 
C.P. 2nd 178; rebuilt 
to 0-4-0; to S.P. 1008; 
scrapped 4/1894 
60-14x22-52000; to°SP 
1115; sold 12/1896, 
54-16x22-60500; to SP 
1183; scrapped 7/1895, 
54-16x22-60500; to SP° 
1184; scrapped 7/1895, 
54-16x22-60500; wrecked 
sold to CP 2nd 121; SP 
1211; Northern Electric 
#2 in 5/1906. 

Probably ex-CP; traded 
for 2 & 5; became SP 
1161; scrapped’ 6/1895, 
60-15x22-60000,. . 
56-15x22-61000; to SP 
1162; scrapped 2/1897, 
54-16x22-60500; to SP 
1185, 2nd 1207, 1485; 
sold Calif, Midland #1 
in 1910, 
54-16x22-60500; to SP" 
1186; scrapped 7/1895. 
66-16x22-61200; to SP 
1187; scrapped 7/1895. 
66-16x22-61200; to SP" 
1188; scrapped 7/1895, 
56-16x24-61000; to SP 
1241; scrapped 6/1899. 
60-16x24-61000; to SP 
1242; scrapped 1/1900. 
60-16x24-61000; to CP 
2nd 115, SP 1210; 
scrapped 8/1899, 
66-15x22-60250; to CP 
2nd 100, SP 1121, 
scrapped 6/1895. 


Courtesy G. M. Best 


VACA VALLEY & CLEAR LAKE RAILROAD 
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Top: Cal-Pacific #11, "D.C. Haskins" at South Vallejo in 
1871. Couréesy of Louis Stein 





Bottom: Cal-Pacific #13, “Andrew Jackson" at South Vallejo 
in 1871. Courtesy of Louis Stein 
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The last and greatest project of the Cal-P was 
launched with the incorporation of the California- 
Pacific Eastern Extension Company May 23, 1871. The 
capital stock of the company was fixed at $50,000,000 
and was subscribed to by practically all of the directors, 
The company proposed to construct a line from Davisville 
(now beeie) on the Cal-P up the Sacramento Valley and 
bearing northeast entering Oregon near Goose Lake, The 
line was to run thence north to Christmas .Lake, Oregon, 
and east into Idaho and southerly to Ogden, Utah. Two 
branches were also contemplated to connect with the 
Oregon & California Railroad, one from the "Big Bend" of 
the Pitt River near the 4lst parallel and the other off 
of the main line near Christmas Lake, Total mileage of 
the projected lines was 943 miles. 


Such was not to be, however, for none of the pro- 
jected lines were built and shortly after taking over the 
California Steam Navigation Company an agreement was 
reached August 1, 1871 by directors who held the controll- 
ing interest in the Cal-P that delivered a‘major share of 
the company's stock to the Central Pacific. 


Several factors may have influenced the directors in 
retiring from their railroad venture. The company was 
doing only short-haul business for the main line was only 
60 miles in length. Increasing the mileage of the system 
as proposed by the “Eastern Extension Company" might have 
solved the difficulty, but the Central Pacific was already 
north of Chico and well on the way to Oregon. Then there 
was the fact that the road bed of the Cal-P was far from 
being in first class condition especially across the Yolo 
and Sutter basins where the tracks were laid on a very 
light fill which was in danger of being damaged by flood 
waters, 


Just such-a thing happened that very winter, when in 
December, 1871, twenty five miles of the line between Marys- 
ville and Knights Landing was so badly damaged by flood 
waters that it had to be abandoned, The main line between 
Davis and Sacramente was also washed out and remained out 
of service until repairs were completed about September of 
1872. In taking over control of the Cal-P the Central 
Pacific agreed to rehabilitate the property which it soon 
had to do. 


The Cal-P continued to be operated as an independent 
line until July 1, 1876 when it was leased to the Central 
Pacific Railroad Company for 29 years. The lease was 
assigned to the Southern Pacific in 1886 and in April, 1898, 
the existance of the California Pacific Railroad Company 
was terminated in the general conselidation of companies 
to form the Southern Pacific Railread Cempany. 
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Napa Valley Rail Road “Calistoga” coming out of the- Vulcan 
Iron Works in San Francisco. Some captions say 1855, but 
correct date more likely 1865 or 1867. Via Louis Stein 


THE NAPA VALLEY RAILROAD 


Prior to the construction of Cal-Pacific another 
railroad had been projected from the same general area, 
The Napa Valley Rail Road was incorporated March 26, 1864, 
to build northward to Calistoga, about 35 miles, The 
parties interested in this company appear to have not 
been connected with the Cal-Pacific though plans included 
connecting with the Cal-Pacific. 

The first construction was financed largely from 
funds received from the subscribers to the capital stock, 
in which Napa County joined in supporting the enterprise. 
Suscol was to be the southern terminus of the line until 
the Cal-Pacific built northward from Valiejo. Suscol 
was the head of navigation on Napa Creek, although pass- 
engers journeying to Napa City prior to the opening of 
the railroad had the choice of taking a stage from Suscol 
dl continuing on another boat, commonly known as the "Mud 

ck”. 

The contractors, Patterson & Gray, "broke ground” on 
November 21, 1864-and had the grade ready for ties the 
following January, The rails purchased in-England were 
slow in coming and it was not until June 20, 1865, that 
the first trial trip was made, Opening of the road 
between-Napa City and Suscol was formally celebrated on 
July 10, 1865, over the 44 miles of line, 

The motive power consisted of pony. type 2-2-0 engines 


with the "Napa City" built in November, 1865 and the "Calis- 


toga" built in May, 1867. The first engine was reputed 

to have been built by Casebolt & Company, San Francisco, 

While the "Calistoga was built by the Vulcan Iron Works 
of San Francisco, - 

The Western Railroader @ Page Thirteen 








During March, 1867, the company-started to extend 

the line from Napa City to Calistoga, about 264 miles, 

Service to Calistoga started during August, 1868. The 

last section from Suscol south to connect with the Cal- 
Pacific-at Napa Junction was opened for traffic during 

January, 1869. 

The expected traffic over the new road failed to 
materialize, payments of interest on the construction notes 
could not be paid, and a few months after the road was 
finished a decree of foreclosure was obtained and the’ 
property was soid to William F. Roelofson and James M. 
Ryder on May 27, 1869. About two weeks later, Roelofson 
and Ryder, who were construction contractors for the Cal-° 
Pacific, sold the Napa Valley Railroad to the Cal-Pacific, 


THE VACA VALLEY RAIL ROAD COMPANY & 
VACA VALLEY AND CLEAR LAKE RAILROAD. 


The railroad up the Vaca Valley was started with 
the incorporation of the Vaca Valley Rail Road Company 
on April 12, 1869. The rail line was constructed from 
Elmira, on the Cal-Pacific, to Vacaville, 4.3 miles, in 
1869, and the line opened late in the same year. During 
the year 1875 the’line was extended from Vacaville to 
Winters, about 12.3 miles. The extension to Winters 
was opened for traffic on-August 26, 1875, 

During the years 1876 and 1877 a right-of-way was 
acquired from Winters to Madison, a distance of 10.8 
miies and construction started. Meanwhile on Febfuary 
19, 1877, there was a change of ownership. The new 
owners had ideas of extending the railroad to Clear Lake 
and therefore changed the name of the company to Vaca 
Valley and Clear Lake Railroad, On May 1, 1877 the 
extension to Madison was completed and opened for traffic. 

The extension of the line did not take place for a 
decade later and then only to Rumsey. Construction of 
the line between Madison and Rumsey, 23.7 miles, began 
in July, 1887 and was completed July. 1, 1888. 

Plans for the extension to Clear Lake and Ukiah 
were pushed under the names of “Winters & Ukiah Railway" 
and Woodland, Capay & Clear Lake Railroad", but neither 
company started any construction. On May 15, 1888 the 
Vaca-Valley & Clear Lake; Winters & UKiah and the Wood- 
land, Capay & Clear Lake, along with six other small 
lines were consolidated with the Northern Railway Co., 
a Southern Pacific holding company. The Vaca Valley & 
Clear Lake was operated by the Southern Pai€ic to April 
14, 1898 when it was consolidated to form the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company. : 

As the years passed and the: San Francisco & North- 
Pacific built to Ukiah ideas of extending the railroad 
to the northwest were given up and Rumsey remained the 
northern terminus, The Southern Pacific abandoned the 
section Letween Capay and Rumsey on April 15, 1934, and 
on July 10, 1941°the S.P. abandoned the section between 
Capy and Esparto. 
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Top: Vaca’ Valley Rail Road locomotive #1 at Elmira about 
1877. #1 was a former Napa Valley RR engine, SP CO, 


Bottom: Vaca Valley Rail Road locomotive #2 taken in 1877. 
Courtesy of Ken Kidder 
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